
Lower High School Summer Reading Requirements 2025 
 

Dear Students, 
​ First, congratulations on starting your summer vacation! I hope you have a fun and 
relaxing summer! I would also like to be the first to welcome our rising 9th graders, as well as 
any new students transferring into our school to Welsh Hills High School! This year you will be 
taking a survey of English as well as American History (1877-Present).  
 
Please join the English 9/10 Google Classroom Page by using this code: d7dgs2l4 
​ There are two incredible books for you to read this summer and I think you will enjoy 
them greatly!  
A note on audiobooks: You are more than welcome to use an audiobook, BUT you MUST read 
along with the book and annotate it.  
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger  

This novel is a classic for high schoolers to read at some point in their educational 
career. It has themes of angst and alienation, and shows a critique of superficiality 
in society. 

The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson 
This book is historical nonfiction. Set in Chicago during the 1893 World's 
Columbian Exposition, it tells the story of World’s Fair architect Daniel Burnham 
and of H. H. Holmes, a criminal figure widely considered the first serial killer in 
the United States. It is a thrilling suspense that I think you will all enjoy.  
 

Your Assignment: 
Before you come back from summer vacation, you will need to read both of these novels. I 
highly encourage you to annotate and take notes as you read these books. I plan to have several 
in-depth discussions when we return that I need you to be prepared for.  
Students must annotate both novels by taking notes in the book or writing on sticky notes 
or in a notebook. A guide on how to annotate is posted on Google Classroom. Annotations 
are required and will be factored into a grade. You are expected to have at least 3 
annotations per chapter. 
Write a five-paragraph literary analysis essay in which you examine how Erik Larson uses 
literary elements (such as characterization, tone, imagery, symbolism, or structure) to develop a 
central theme of the book. Choose one theme to focus on in your essay. This is not a summary 
of the novel, it is an analysis. See the back page for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Possible Themes (choose one): 
The duality of good and evil 
The power and danger of ambition 
The role of appearance vs. reality 
The impact of progress and innovation 
The human fascination with darkness 
 
 
Your essay should include: 
An introduction with a clear thesis statement that presents the theme and the literary element(s) 
you will analyze. 
Three body paragraphs, each with a clear topic sentence, specific evidence from the text (quotes 
or detailed examples), and analysis explaining how the evidence supports your thesis. 
A conclusion that summarizes your main points and reflects on the significance of the theme in 
today’s world. 
 
Tips for Success: 
Use specific evidence from The Devil in the White City to support your ideas. 
Explain how Larson’s choices as a writer help reveal deeper meanings. 
Proofread your essay for clarity, grammar, and organization. 
 
This essay is due on Google Classroom by the first day of school! Do not wait until the last 
second to complete it!  
 
Please do your best on this assignment! If you have any questions, feel free to email me at 
zschreiner@welshhills.org.  
 
Have an epic summer! 
 
Yours, 
 
Zackary Schreiner 
Upper School Humanities Instructor 
Welsh Hills School 
 Granville, OH  
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