Dear Students and Families,

Summer is the perfect time to enjoy a great story, stay mentally active, and get ready for a
fantastic school year ahead. As part of our summer learning, all middle school students are expected to
complete a summer reading assignment. This reading experience will help launch our academic focus for
the year: the continent of Europe. Our required reading selection ties directly into this theme, weaving
together travel, mystery, and culture in an exciting way that will spark curiosity and critical thinking.

Required Book for All Middle School Students:

The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow (Sinclair’s Mysteries) by Katherine Woodfine
https://www.amazon.com/Clockwork-Sparrow-Sinclairs-Mysteries/dp/1405276177

Set in Edwardian London, this historical mystery follows young Sophie Taylor, who starts a new
job at a glamorous department store—and quickly finds herself caught in a thrilling web of secrets, theft,
and danger. With elements of adventure, suspense, and rich historical detail, this novel offers students a
window into early 20th-century European life while delivering a fun, page-turning plot.

As students read, they should pay attention to:

The setting and how it reflects life in historic London
The development of characters and friendships

The mystery plot structure and how clues unfold
Themes like courage, independence, and social class

Personal thoughts and reactions to key moments in the story

There is no written assignment required for this book during the summer. We’ll dive deeper into
this novel together during the first few weeks of school through class discussion, writing, and creative
response activities.

] All students must bring a personal copy of The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow (Sinclair’s
Mpysteries) to school on Thursday, August 21, 2025.

Student-Choice Book + Creative Project:
Students are also required to read a second book of their choice. This book:

e Must be new to the student (not previously read)
e Can be from any genre—realistic fiction, fantasy, historical fiction, mystery, etc.
e Should be a middle-grade or young adult novel that fits the student’s interests and reading level


https://www.amazon.com/Clockwork-Sparrow-Sinclairs-Mysteries/dp/1405276177

This site is a great place to browse options:
https://www.readbrightly.com/summer-ya-books/

Creative Book Project:
For their independent book, students will complete a creative project that includes:

The book’s title and author
The genre
A summary of the main characters, setting, and plot

A reflection on the most important or memorable parts of the story

Students may select an idea from a list of suggested projects or come up with a creative format of their
own. The goal is to show understanding and thoughtfulness, while also having fun with the presentation.

The student-choice book and project are due on Thursday, August 21, 2025.

If you have any questions about the assignment or need help selecting books, feel free to reach out. I can’t
wait to see the creative projects and to start our reading adventures together this fall!

Happy Reading,
Isaac Warden

Middle School Language Arts Teacher
Welsh Hills School
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