
Upper High School Summer Reading Requirements 2025 
 

Dear Students, 
​ First, congratulations on starting your summer vacation! I hope you have a fun and 
relaxing summer! I would also like to be the first to welcome our rising 11th graders, as well as 
any new students transferring into our school to Upper High School! This year, you will be 
taking a survey of British Literature. 
 
Please join the British Literature Google Classroom Page by using this code: y3tsaqvc 
​ There are two incredible books for you to read this summer and I think you will enjoy 
them greatly!  
A note on audiobooks: You are more than welcome to use an audiobook, BUT you MUST read 
along with the book and annotate it.  
 
Emma by Jane Austen  

This novel is a classic and funny “comedy of manners”, a style of drama and 
literature which spoofs upper class society in 1800s England. Emma follows the 
life of a matchmaker, Emma, who is spoiled, headstrong, and self-satisfied. She 
greatly overestimates her own matchmaking abilities; she is blind to the dangers 
of meddling in other people's lives; and her imagination and perceptions often 
lead her astray. 
 
 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
This novel is a quintessential high school read. The plot concerns a group of 
prepubescent British boys who are stranded on an uninhabited island and their 
disastrous attempts to govern themselves that led to a descent into savagery. 
 

Your Assignment: 
Before you come back from summer vacation, you will need to read both of these novels. I 
highly encourage you to annotate and take notes as you read these books. I plan to have several 
in-depth discussions when we return that I need you to be prepared for.  
Students must annotate both novels by taking notes in the book or writing on sticky notes 
or in a notebook. A guide on how to annotate is posted on Google Classroom. Annotations 
are required and will be factored into a grade. 
Write a five-paragraph literary analysis essay that examines how William Golding uses literary 
elements (such as symbolism, characterization, setting, or conflict) to develop a central theme of 
the novel. Choose one theme to focus on in your essay. This is not a summary. It is an 
analysis. See the back page for more information.  
 



 
Possible Themes (choose one): 
The loss of innocence 
The struggle between civilization and savagery 
The corrupting influence of power 
The nature of fear and its consequences 
Human nature and the potential for evil 
 
Your essay should include: 
An introduction with a clear thesis statement that identifies the theme and the literary element(s) 
you will analyze. 
Three body paragraphs, each with a topic sentence, specific evidence from the novel (quotes or 
events), and analysis that connects the evidence to your thesis. 
A conclusion that summarizes your main ideas and explains the broader importance of the 
theme. 
 
Tips for Success: 
Use strong examples from the text to support your ideas. 
Explain how Golding uses literary tools to build meaning. 
Stay focused on analysis—not just summary—and make sure your argument is clear and 
organized. 
 
This essay is due on Google Classroom by the first day of school! Do not wait until the last 
second to complete it!  
 
Please do your best on this assignment! If you have any questions, feel free to email me at 
zschreiner@welshhills.org.  
 
Have an epic summer! 
 
Yours, 
 
Zackary Schreiner 
Upper School Humanities Instructor 
Welsh Hills School 
Granville, OH  
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